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»Utam iroiike SaroU. 

It is with a peculiar sense of sadness that the Council 
of The Historical Society of Pennsylvania is called 
upon to chronicle the death, on November 30, 1915, of 
William Brooke Bawle, one of the Vice-Presidents of 
the Society and, for many years, a member of the 
Council. 

Colonel Bawle seemed, as it were, an integral part 
of the Society itself, for it may be said literally that 
there was no activity in life in which he took a keener 
interest and to which he was more generously attached. 
It was an interest that he inherited, for his great- 
grandfather, William Bawle, and his grandfather, 
William Bawle, Jr., in their day, were the very head 
and front of the Society, and this was a fact in which 
their descendant always took a justifiable pride. But 
where some might have done little more than show a 
sentimental regard for the Society, because his for- 
bears had played such an important role in its found- 
ing and progress, Colonel Bawle, with his characteristic 
energy and enthusiasm, went much further. There was, 
indeed, nothing in reason he would not do to further 
the aims of the institution, and although he was a busy 
man he never considered any time wasted which he de- 
voted to the administration of the Society. His con- 
nection with it was long and noteworthy. 

His relations with the Society were as follows : He 
was elected an Active Member on October 21, 1872, and 
became a Life Member on December 23, 1907. He was 
elected Becording Secretary on May 27, 1878, and 
served as Secretary of the Council from October 27, 
1879 to December 29, 1881. He was elected Vice-Presi- 

Vol. XL.— 8 



114 William Brooke Rawle. 

dent on May 14, 1900. At the time of his death he was 
a Trustee of the Gilpin Library, and a Trustee of the 
Ferdinand J. Dreer Collection of Manuscripts, the 
Pennsylvania Historical Study Encouragement Fund 
and the Building Fund. He was always particularly 
interested in the Manuscript Collections of the Society. 

No Minute of the deceased would be complete with- 
out a reference, however brief, to his distinguished 
career as a cavalry officer in the Civil War. When the 
Eebellion broke out, he was a student in the Collegiate 
Department of the University of Pennsylvania, but by 
permission of the Trustees, he entered the military 
service of the United States, and was commissioned a 
second lieutenant in the Third Pennsylvania Cavalry 
in December, 1862. It is interesting to note that at the 
very time he was fighting at Gettysburg, the University 
of Pennsylvania, at its Commencement in July, 1863, 
was conferring upon him the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts. His bravery and energy in the War caused him 
to be promoted in due course, and at the end of the con- 
flict he was honorably mustered out with the brevet 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Colonel Bawle then de- 
clined a commission in the regular army, and thence- 
forward devoted himself to the practice of law, and 
acted as agent in this country for the Penn Estate. 

As an attorney, to which profession he brought to 
bear great integrity and a fund of common sense, he 
occupied an enviable position of trust, but he also found 
time to make important contributions to the literature 
of the Civil War, and was always at the service of the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

He was a man of whom city and state have reason to 
be proud, and his death is an irreparable loss to the 
Society. 

{Minute of Council.) 



